SEPTEMBER 2009 Making Christ known to the Spanispeaking world

Dear Co-workers:

We were encouraged by the following story of our Mexican
brethren’s generous involvement in world missions. The story
unfolds as the CIEMAR (Fellowship of Evangelical Missionary Churches) met
for their 52nd annual conference in Pachuca, Mexico, in July. A pastor shared
that a family from his church obeyed
God’s leading and went to serve in an
Asian country. Due to the higher cost of
living there, the young family was having
a financial struggle. God permitted them
to renew their visas while others were de-
nied. Therefore, the pastor explained that
his church was requesting help from the
other churches in order to keep the mis-
sionary family there to spread the gospel
among the needy people. In the spirit of
brotherly love and concern for the mis-
Pastors, delegates and other church members at sionary family, an offering was collected

the annual convention of CIEMAR churches. totaling over 12,500 pesos (nearly $1,200
US)! God is good and is not limited.

At the conference there were pastors and
delegates from 43 churches and mission
outreaches as well as seven national mis-
sionaries supported by CIEMAR. Fac-
ulty and staff from the seminary (where
the meeting took place) were also pre-
sent. In addition, some of the pastors’
families came as there were programs
for all ages. Great times of fellowship
were had in the seminary dining hall.
The national missionaries set up their
displays to inform everyone of the op-
portunities available.

During the business meetings an issue
came up that indicated a departure from
the CIEMAR doctrinal position. The Some of missionary displays at the Convention
matter was discussed calmly and action

was taken to remedy the situation. Another pastor and church asked for clarification on other issues.
When cleared up, there was unity. The leadership of CIEMAR showed maturity and calmness in deal-
ing with these delicate issues.

During the conference Rev. Gabriel Carrasco was elected to be the president, replacing Rev. Esteban
de la Cruz who had been the president for six years. Esteban was asked to take the place of a pastor
who just retired.



Public services were held each night often lasting to 10:30 PM.
On Sunday the service went from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. During
that time a few pastoral location changes were announced. Truly
God is using the CIEMAR churches and ministries to reach and
train those in Mexico.

One afternoon the leadership of CIEMAR and I met to develop
plans for the future as to how we can work together for the ad-
vancement of God’s kingdom. It is a great joy to work together
with these dear brothers. One area discussed was to raise funds _ _
so that some of the seminary faculty can continue their educa- Pastor Gabriel (left), new president of
tion. This would make the seminary more attractive to potential CIEMAR, with Pastor Esteban

. } who finished two terms as president.
students and possibly increase enrollment.

We thank God that He gave the forefathers of EMM the vision to initiate the formation of CIEMAR 52
years ago. Thank you for making it possible by your prayers and donations over
the years to the ministries and missionaries of EMM.

MISSIONS TRIP

The Crossroads Bible Fellowship church of
Oklahoma experienced part of the ministry of
EMM by sending a work team to Monclova,
Mexico. They painted the inside and outside |
of the Christian bookstore Linden and Melba |
Unruh opened in 1973. The team was able to

like to organize a work team for another area,
please contact us.

KEEP|NG YOU |NFORMED Newly painted bookstore in Monclova

If you have not checked our website lately, please do so. We want to provide information so that
you may see what God is accomplishing through EMM and to better pray for us. From the web-
site you can view a short video and read our updated history book online. If you want us to
send you either of these resources, please contact us. Also, we now have an account on Face-
book — go to our website and click on the link to go directly to our Facebook page. From there
you can get instant updates, event notices and view photos from the field. Our web address is
WWW.emm-mexico.org.

Thank you so much for your prayers and support. You are helping to make advances in the
Kingdom of God.
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